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This Briefi ng Note gives an overview of the current 
institutional arrangements for undertaking SSHE 
in Ghana and in India, identifying challenges faced 
and lessons learned for future implementation.

Key references
 Khamal, S. et al (2005). The joy of learning: 

Participatory lesson plans on hygiene, sanitation, 
water, health and the environment. NEWAH, 
Nepal; PLAN, Peru; The Zambian Ministry of 
Education; Maji na Ufanisi, Kenya and IRC, 
Netherlands.

 Postma, L., Getkate, R., and van Wijk, Christine 
(2004). Life skills-based hygiene education. A 
guidance document on concepts, development 
and experiences with life skills-based hygiene 
education in school sanitation and hygiene 
education programmes. Technical Paper no.42. 
Delft, IRC.

 Snel, M., Shordt, K and Mooijman, A. (2004).  
School Sanitation and Hygiene Education 
Symposium - The way forward: construction is not 
enough. Delft, IRC.

 Snel, M. et al. (2002). School Sanitation and 
Hygiene Education- India. Resource book. IRC 
and UNICEF - New Delhi.

 UNICEF/IRC (2005). Water, sanitation and 
hygiene education for schools: Roundtable 
proceedings and framework for action. New York.

 UNICEF and IRC (1998). Towards Better 
Programming: a Manual on School Sanitation 
and Hygiene. UNICEF, Water and Environmental 
Sanitation Section. (Water, Environment and 
Sanitation Technical Guidelines Series/UNICEF; 
no. 5).

 World Bank (2004). Toolkit on hygiene, sanitation 
and water in schools. Washington D.C. Available at 
www.schoolsanitation.org

 Zomerplaag, J., and Mooijman, A. (2005). 
Child-friendly hygiene and sanitation facilities 
in schools: indispensable to effective hygiene 
education. Technical paper series. No.47. Delft, 
IRC.

This Briefi ng Note is based on the full report by 
Mariëlle Snel (IRC), Kochurani Mathew (SEUF) 
and Vincent Tay (TREND) available at www. Lboro.
ac.uk/well

Briefi ng Note compiled by 
Julie Fisher of WEDC

Photographs by Kathleen Shord , and in particular girl-friendly.

 Areas for monitoring in SSHE programmes cover physical aspects 
and fi nancial coverage as well as tracking process indicators at 
school level.

Introduction

School Sanitation and Hygiene 

Education (SSHE) focuses on the 

responsibility to provide children 

with an effective and healthy 

learning environment. It includes 

the provision of facilities that 

children need for sanitation, as well 

as hand-washing and water supply 

and supporting children to develop 

skills, attitudes and knowledge on 

effective hygiene. At the same time, 

children can communicate their 

new behaviours and skills to their 

families and communities and use 

this knowledge in the future when 

they themselves become parents. 

One of the on-going challenges 
for the development of SSHE 
programmes is to create approaches 
that cut across sectoral barriers, 
encouraging inter

-sectoral 
cooperation. This holistic approach 
is one which deals with specifi c 
characteristics of school hygiene 
and health problems, rather than 
developing isolated pilot projects 
applying narrow sectoral and 
vertical approaches.
 
This Briefi ng Note gives 
an overview of institutional 
arrangements for undertaking SSHE 
in Ghana and in India, identifying 
challenges faced and lessons learned 
for future implementation.

Breaking sectoral barriers for 
School Sanitation and
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Institutional Models
in Ghana

Institutional Models
in India

In Ghana, SSHE falls within the national School Health Education Programme (SHEP). 
This was instituted in 1992 by a government directive stipulating that the Ghana Health 
and Education Services were to deliver a comprehensive, community-based programme 
focusing on health and education and health services in schools. The SHEP creates 
community awareness of childrenôs health needs, and mobilizes commitment by the 
community and schools, to improving child health and to facilitating effective learning. 

Implementation of SHEP has raised certain problems, due to weak collaboration between 
the Education and Health Services, and the lack of adequate government funding which 
has dramatically slowed down its development. The Community Water and Sanitation 
Agency (CWSA) responsible for small towns and rural water and sanitation services, 
has provided support to SHEP since 1994, working in communities to supply potable 
water and constructing household latrines. Schools were given their own latrines and 
handwashing facilities, with appropriate training about school hygiene activities and the 
operation and maintenance of the facility. Active collaboration was achieved between 
CWSA and the Education Service, from regional to district level, although the Health 
Service was not included in this.

Since 2005, new strategies for supporting the water and sanitation sector have been 
implemented by key development partners. DANIDA supports four of the countryôs ten 
regions, with SHEP seen as a stand-alone component, receiving direct support under 
the umbrella of the national SHEP ofý ce. A SSHE Component Coordinating Committee 
has been set up, involving members from the various stakeholder bodies concerned, to 
strengthen inter-sectoral collaboration and sustainability in these areas. In other regions, 
still very little collaboration exists among decentralized departments to implement SSHE. 
Moreover, since SSHE became a component on its own, the level of collaboration with the 
CWSA has declined.

The Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development is a key stakeholder in SSHE 
implementation. The Environmental Health and Management Department has a mandate 
to enforce environmental health standards. Environmental Health Assistants regularly 
visit schools and other premises, checking food hygiene, cleanliness (including that of 
water and sanitation facilities) and undertaking hygiene promotion.  Efforts have been 
made towards inter-sectoral collaboration by including national SHEP ofý cials in planning 
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